
NOVA PUBLIC SAFETY NEWSLETTER
JULY 2021

NOVA POLICE / OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & SAFETY

Chief Dan Dusseau (R) and 
Deputy Chief Jake Jacoby 
welcome NOVA PD’s newest 
member, Officer Kristine 
Cuddy, upon her graduation 
from the Northern Virginia 
Criminal Justice Academy.

In this Issue:

• AED Awareness from 
Penelope

• What to do if you are 
stopped by the Police

• Check Out the Big Brain on 
Penelope 

• OEMS – Prepare for 
Hurricane Season 

• NOVA Police Personnel 
Complete Bike School

• NOVA Police Virtual Training 
Opportunities

Penelope on AED Awareness
NOVA has automated external 
defibrillators (AED) on all our 
campuses. AEDs allow people to 
respond to a medical emergency 
requiring heart defibrillation.
AEDs are intended for 
use by the general public and their 
audible voice prompts guide 

the user. NOVA AEDs 
are mounted on walls 
on each floor in each 
building. For more 
information contact 
OEMS.

Download the FREE LiveSafe 
Mobile Safety App

Police can be reached 24/7/365 @ (703) 764-5000

NOVApolice@nvcc.edu NOVApdoutreach@nvcc.edu
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What to Do If You Are Stopped 
by the Police

Police proactively patrol our campuses to ensure 
your safety.  There are many reasons why you may 
be stopped by a law enforcement officer. An officer 
may stop you on foot or while you’re in your vehicle if 
he or she is conducting a criminal investigation, 
making a traffic stop, or believes you need 
assistance. 

Our goal is to ensure all citizen-police interactions 
are safe, effective, courteous, and fair. 

From an officer’s perspective, there is no such thing 
as a “routine” traffic stop. Therefore, police are 
always wary as they walk up to your vehicle, 
especially at night.

Here are some tips on what to do and what not to do 
if you are stopped by the police. These tips will 
expedite the interaction while reducing the risk of 
misunderstandings.

• If you observe an officer behind you with 
emergency lights and/or siren activated, activate 
your directional signal, and safely pull over to the 
right side of the road or to a nearby safe location.

• The officer may not exit the cruiser immediately.  
He or she is informing dispatch of the location of the 
stop, your vehicle, tags, etc. for your and the officer’s 
safety.  Remain in your vehicle unless the officer 
directs otherwise.

• If the stop occurs at night, the officer will illuminate 
the inside of your vehicle with a spotlight and 
flashlight. This is for the officer’s safety as well as 
your own, so don’t be alarmed. You can ease any 
concerns of the officer by turning on the interior 
vehicle lights and then keeping your hands in plain 
sight, preferably on the steering wheel.

Check Out the Big Brain
On Penelope

Even though it’s Summer, you shouldn’t stop 
learning.
Penelope the NOVA Police Cat wants you to 
know the following facts so you can wow your 
friends with your thoughtful erudition:
1. At 3’7”, Eddie Gaedel was the smallest 
Major League Baseball player of all time. He 
played for the St. Louis Browns in 1951, and 
walked in his only professional at-bat 
appearance.
2. Lasting only 38 minutes, the Anglo-Zanzibar 
War of 1896 is considered the shortest war in 
history.
3. Bubble wrap was originally intended to be 
used as 3-D wallpaper.
4. Americans consume around 150 million hot 
dogs on the 4th of July. (Penelope prefers 
chicken franks.)
5. The Russian team arrived at the 1908 
Olympics 12 days late because they were 
using the Julian instead of Gregorian calendar.
6. Baby porcupines are called “porcupettes”.
Learn these facts and you’ll never suffer a 
swing and a miss in your conversations.
And remember, reading the Public Safety 
Newsletter makes you smarter.
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What to Do If You Are Stopped by 
the Police (Cont’d)

• If you have a weapon in the vehicle, inform the officer 
immediately, identify the weapon’s location, and await 
further instructions.  Do not reach for the weapon to show 
it to the officer.

• Avoid sudden movements, especially toward the 
floorboard, rear seat, console, or passenger side of the 
vehicle.  These motions will be interpreted as danger 
signs by an officer.  Instruct your passengers of this 
guidance.

• The officer will ask for your identification along with other 
documentation.  Wait until the officer asks for documents 
before reaching for them. Tell the officer where your 
documents are located, such as in your wallet, purse, 
console or glove box, before reaching for them. 
Remember: the officer may not know your intentions.

• Often, an additional police officer will come to a traffic 
stop, especially if there are multiple occupants in your 
vehicle or if there is a lot of traffic.  This is for the officer’s 
and your safety.

• The officer may give you a warning or a ticket. If you feel 
the reason is unclear, you may ask for clarification. If you 
desire to contest the ticket, you may do so in court.  A 
traffic stop on the side of the road is no place to dispute a 
ticket.

• Although it will appear on a summons, you may ask for 
an officer’s name and ID number. You may make a 
complaint against a NOVA officer if you feel you have 
been treated unfairly or discourteously. Contact Chief 
Dusseau (703-764-5037).

Prepare Now for the 2021 
Atlantic Hurricane Season

The Atlantic Hurricane Season began on 
June 1. The Office of Emergency 
Management and Safety (OEMS) 
encourages faculty, staff, and students 
to prepare by understanding their risk 
and planning together for the entire 
family, at home and at school.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) Climate 
Prediction Center seasonal outlook for 
2021 states the Atlantic could see an 
above-normal hurricane season this 
year.

Both hurricanes and tropical systems 
have the potential to cause serious 
damage to coastal and inland areas—
including our NOVA communities. Their 
hazards include storm surge, heavy 
rainfall, coastal/inland flooding, high 
winds, and tornadoes. 

“We want all faculty, staff, and students 
to be aware that the time for planning is 
now” said Thomas Mayhew, Director of 
the Office of Emergency Management 
and Safety.  “Waiting until the hurricane 
or tropical storm is affecting the area is 
too late”.
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Prepare Now for the 2021 Atlantic Hurricane Season (Cont’d)

OEMS wants to provide the following helpful information:

• Know Your Risk: Residents should learn what types of natural disasters are common in their area. 
NOAA’s historical hurricane tracks tool provides information on the severity and frequency of past 
hurricanes.  

• Learn Your Flood Risk: Flooding is the nation’s most frequent and costly natural disaster. Go to 
FloodSmart.gov and learn how to protect your home or business. Consider purchasing a flood insurance 
policy if you do not already have one. 

• Make A Plan: Residents should speak with their family about how they will communicate with each 
other during a significant weather event when they may not be together, or during an evacuation order.

• Download the FEMA App: The FEMA App contains information on what to do before, during, and after a 
hurricane. The App also allows users to receive weather alerts from NOAA’s National Weather Service, 
includes lifesaving safety tips, and provides access to disaster resources. The App is available in the 
Apple App store or the Google Play store, and is available in Spanish. 

• Know your severe Weather Shelter location: If a storm 
affects the College while you are on Campus, learn where 
your closest severe weather shelters are located.  
Shelters are designated as safe areas in buildings, and are 
marked with the green sign.

Hurricanes may receive most of the attention 
during the Atlantic Hurricane Season; 
however, tropical systems can affect 
many areas around the nation. To learn 
more about hurricane seasons in the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, visit www.hurricanes.gov. 
To learn more on how to prepare before, 
during, and after a hurricane, Visit www.ready.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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NOVA Police Personnel Complete Bike School

Sergeant Jared Williams (MA), Sergeant Nicole Langlois-Fisher (LO), Officer Austin Dennis (LO), Officer 
Tim Johnson (LO), Officer Mark Achacoso (AN), and Officer Tyrone Limos (AN) completed Police Bicycle 
training during the last year.  The recent Police Cyclist graduates join the ranks of other NOVA officers 
certified to conduct bicycle patrol.

Personnel received 40+ hours of rigorous training covering topics such as safe operations in traffic, 
pursuits, use of radios and other equipment while riding, negotiating obstacles, such as stairways and 
curbs, and more.

Lt. John “Ski” Stasiowski conducted the courses at the Manassas Campus and at George Mason 
University (Fairfax Campus).  

Lt. “Ski” has been a certified police bicycle instructor with the International Police Mountain Bike 
Association (IPMBA) for over 20 years and has trained and certified over 200 federal, state, local, college 
and university, military and private law enforcement officers from over 25 agencies throughout Virginia 
and beyond.

Bicycle operations enhance the ability of NOVA Police to protect and serve the NOVA community, 
provide environmental and cost-saving benefits, and enhance the image of the police on Campus.  Bike 
officers are more approachable than officers in vehicles and their uniforms are more casual, being 
perceived by some as less threatening. Many campus community members ride bicycles and can relate 
to the bike officer.  Bicycle patrols result in twice as many contacts with the public than vehicle patrols 
and allow police to do a better job providing services.  Bikes can go places where vehicles cannot, 
providing access to areas where service is needed faster than an officer on foot.  Finally, they make our 
officers healthier.

October/November 2020 Police Cyclist School Graduates
(Left to right)  Officer Tim Johnson, Officer Austin Dennis, Lt. John    

Stasiowski, Officer Nicole Langlois-Fisher, Sergeant Jared Williams 
May 2021 Police Cyclist Graduates

(Left to Right)  Officer Tyrone Limos, Lt. Stasiowski, 
Officer Mark Achacoso
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Download
LiveSafe Mobile Safety App

The LiveSafe Mobile Safety app is available for free to all NOVA faculty, students, staff and their families 
and friends. This powerful tool can empower you to stay safe, keep your campus safe, put potentially life-
saving information at your fingertips, and facilitate timely interaction with NOVA Police and OEMS 
professionals in the event of an emergency or need for assistance.  Download LiveSafe at iTunes or 
Google Play. It is easy and fast.  Go to www.LiveSafeMobile.com to download this great app.

2021 NOVA POLICE TRAINING
NOVA Police conduct an extensive community outreach program. The following topics are 
available for presentation to faculty, students, clubs, staff, and community organizations 
via Zoom or in-person. If there are topics you would like presented or would like to request 
additional topics, please contact us at novapdoutreach@nvcc.edu .

Selected Topics:

• Active Shooter Response

• Dealing with Difficult People

• Creating and Maintaining a Safe Classroom 
• Environment

• Staying Safe on the Street/Self-Defense 
• Considerations

• Alcohol/DUI Awareness

• Stop the Bleed Tourniquet Certification 

• Recognizing/Reporting Suspicious Behavior

• CPR and AED Certification 

• Empower Yourself to be Safe!

• Writing in the Workplace

• Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Know About the Police (But Were 
Afraid to Ask)

• Ticket Avoidance Strategies

• Crimes Against Women/Human 
Trafficking

• Gangs and Drugs

• Civilian – Police Interactions

• Dealing with Mental Health Issues 

http://www.livesafemobile.com/
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